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Republic of the Philippines 
Department of  I-leaith 

OFFICE OF THE SECKETbRY 

I 
, .  . , .  .March 22, 1993 

. .  

SAN LAZAR0 COMPOUNU 
.R l tAL  AVENUE, STA.'CflUZ 
MANILA. PtIILIPPINES 
TEL. NO. 7 1140.80 

. S U B J E C T  : RULES AND2EGULATIONS QK LABEtING AND 
ADVERTISEMENT OF CIGARETTES' 

I .  

1 . I  

. Wilereas , the Department of Heal th  (DOH) i s  the 
'.. implerilenting agency for Chapter  IV, Label ing and F a i r  

Packaging of . R . A .  '139.4 or $ t ' h e  .Consumers Act of 1.992 with 
respect to h'azardous substances; 

Whereas,' c i g a r e t t e s  are considered by : ; the  Rcpublic A c t  
a s  products  which a,re,h,azardous to health; . I . .  

. _  

Whereas, Article 94, Chapter IV of R . A .  73114 provides: 

"All c'igaretteo for s a l e  or  distribution w i t h i n  
the country shall be contained i n  a packa.ge which s h a l l  
bear the following s t a t e m e n t  or its equivalent in 
Filipino: "Warning: Cigarette Smoking is Panqerous to 
Your H e $ l t h . l i  Such statement s h a , l l  be located in 

'? conspicuous place  on every c igaret tej lpackagc  and ,  s h a l l  
appear in conspicuous and legible type  in contrast by 
typography, - l a y o u t  or color .with  ather printed matter 
on the, package. Any advertisement of cigarette ' s h a l l  
c o n t i i n  the same warning as indicated in t h e  l g b e l . ~ ~  

. Whereas; Article  77 of R.A. 7 3 9 4  authorizes the 
implerr.:x%ing agency, i n .  this c a s e ,  the Department of Health 
(DOH) , to *hromulgate rules and regulations  requiring warning 
of toxicity, among o the r s ;  , .  

Wr,e.ref,ore, the D O H .  hereby promulgates t h e  ..following 
rules and  .reyulatio-ls 'governing - ,labeling and advertisement 
of cigcretfes; 

Seotioa-  l: ILL is .i:he policy of the State to protect the 
intar'est of the -consumer, 'promote his' general 
we1.fara and to establ i sh  standards of conduct 
for business and industry. Towards this end, 
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section 3. 

sectit& 4 .  

Section S.  

t h e  State shall. irnpiement- rnmsures t o  a c h i e v e  
t h e  fol lowing o b j e c t i v e s :  - .  

b. p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  c iecep.cive,  u n f a i r   a n d  
, u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  s a l e s  acts and p r a c t i c e s ;  

L 

c. p r o v i s i o n  of inf.armat.ir,n and'  e d u c a t i o n  to 
f a c i l i t a t e  s o u n d  c h o l c e  ar.d t h e   p r o p e r  
exercise of r i g h t s  by the c o n s u m e r ;  

d. p r o v i s i o n  of adequa te  rights and  means of 
' r e d r e s s   a n d  formulation of social a n d  
economic polici>es.+' . . 

To a c h i e v e   t h e s e  i jbject ives ,  the DOH th rough  
its Bureau.  of Food and D r u g s  ( B P A D )  shall 
e n s u r e   t h a t   t h e   w a r n i n g   a g a i n s t  , + ' t h e  h e a l t h  
haz'ards c a u s e d  . by cigarette Gmoking.' i s  . ~ - 

c o m p l e t e l y  and c l e a r l y  disseminated . t o   t . h e  
consumers. . .  

D 

The  bes t '  i n t e r e s t  nf t h e  cansumer shall be 
c o n s i d e r e d  i n  'the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n   a n d  
in ip l emen ta t ion  of t h e s e  r u l e s  arid r e g u l a t i o n s  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h  Article 3.of R . A .  7394,  

I'; 
1 .  
i -  

T h i s  order shall apply to c i g a r e t t e :   a n d  c igars .  
Whenever the word' " c i g a r e t t e "  is mentioned i n  
t h e s e  rules a n d   r e g u l a t i o n s ,  it s h a l l  mean to 
incl'ude c igars .  

. .  . .  

. .  i >  

, .  .. i i  
. .. 
' i  * i 
i .  

. i  

.. . *  

The p a c k a g e  of  a l l   c i g a r e t t e E  fair s a l e  or 
d i s t r i b u t i o n   w i t h i n   t h e   c o u n t r y   s h a l l  bear t h e  
s t a t e m e n t :  . .  

11 SECRETARY OF HEALTH% WARNING: CIGARETTE 
SMOKING IS DANGEROUS' TO' HEALTH I' 
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S,ect ion 6. 

v< 

The warning  statement s h a l l  be of black 
color in type-size letters of bold 
Helvetica, not less than 3 m m .  on the 
standa'rd size cigarette packs of about 10 
cm. in length, and shall be. enclosed by 
an  outlined bog 'of the  same  .black color 
on a rectangular white- background  not 
less than 25% of the area  of the  front 
and back principal display panels. 

An  illustration of this requirement 
is hereto a t t ached  as "Appendix A . "  

The Filipino  equivafent of the warning 
statement may be used, which shall read: 

"BABALA NG XALIHLM NG RALUSUGAN: . 
+NG PANINIGARILYO AY 

MAPANGANIB SA KALUSUGAN.@l 
I 

The word "package" referred to here shall 
include the primary cigarette pack, the 
car ton conka'ining t h e  packs (ream), the 
boxes containing t h e  cartons as well as 
equivalent  containers for cigars.  

Prototype . l&~e3q .Cn-t - - ; i< ' - - :  ..---, t.k above. 
warning S : ~ ~ I I  be submitted to BFAD f o r  
approval prior to f i n a l  printing. 

Any1 advertissrent Df cigarette shall contain 
the warn5ilg statement  indicated in the label. 

a)'. 

.' 

* 
b) 

In advertisement through  television,  the 
warning statement shall :)appear and be 
voiced over in the same i'prominence and 
volume as the brand name ;at the end of 
the  advertisement and s h a l l  be printed  at 
the upper 25% portion of the 
advertisement,  preferably by m character 
generated running subtitle. .The  warning-. 
sta+.sment shall not be accompanied by 
music or ala; >"-Garound sound. 

In advertisement  through radio of any 
length, the warning statement shall be 
voiced over before the end 'of the 
commercial. 
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c) For advertisement t h r o u g h  print,, media ,  
billboards, neon sighs, and  promotional 
items as  hereafter  defined, the warning . . 

statement shall be featured prominently .on 
the upper half portion - o f  the board, 
advertisement-space or p r o m o t i o n a l  item. , 

T e same statement s h a l l  be' in the .same . .  

c b lor'and background as the brand name,' and 
shall be in type-size letters JlOt smaller 

or image characters. 
: / than 2 5 %  of1 t h e  brandname, .dominant logo 

1 

' 'U 

d) A s  defined in RA 7394 or the Consumer A c t  
:\ of 1992, ttAdvertisement means. the prepared 

and t h r o u g h  any form of mass medium, 
subsequent ly  applied, disiseminated or 

' .  s t A d v e r t i s i n g  means the b u s i n e s s  of 
conceptualizing, present ing ,  or making 
available t o  t h e , ,  public, t h rough  any form 
of mass media, $ac t ,  data or information 
about the attributes, features, q u a l i t y  or 

-avai . labi . l i ty  of consnmer products  ,. services 
or credit . I t  

.7 
, i c i r c u l a t e d  advertising m a t t e r .  I' ' and 

: . ,  

. ,  ~. 

For t h i s  purpose, "any form of- mass . . 
medium" shall i n c l u d e ,  b u t  shall not. be 
1. imited to promotional items like p e n s ,  
shirts, h a t s ,  caps, and t h e  l i k e  where : 

promotional matters referzing to the 
cigaret.te or smoking are printed thereon. 

I 

, **c e) All advertisement containing -&e required ., 

warning statement s h a l l  be submitted for 
approval prior t o  dissemination, to a 
m , u l t i - s e c t o r a l   s c r e e n i n g  and- monitaring 
dommittee to be created by the Secretary 'of . 
Health. 

Section 7 .  No cigarette without the warning statement will : 
.be allowed in the market beginning January. 1,. , ; 
1934.  i . :  

, . . ) i  i 

Soction 8. Advertisements of cigarettes shall contain the 
. warning statement not later t h a n  July 1, 1993. 

Superimposition of t h e  warning s t a t e m e n t  on 
' exis t ing  advertisement ma.y be a l l o w e d .  
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. .  
I Sectiou S n  Cigarettes without thi v r n i n g  statement in the 

market beginning January l, 1994, will be 
subject  to seizure and confiscation by Food and 
Drug Regiitat'ion Officers  and duly anthorized 
officers of the  Department of Health. 

Seotio;.a P o .  Advertisement of c i g a r e t t e  without tihe yarning 
statefihent bdginning July l, 1993 will be 
stopped .b;( a bease and' deeist ordar of the 
Director.of Bureau of Food and Drugs. 

In case of failure, to comply with the 
Cease an2 Desist Order, the advertiser ~r the  
person , whose '. account. t h e  advertising is 
prspared or dissbminatsd and . the , advertisioq 9 

, s h a l l  be made l i a b l e  - administratively 
OK qr minzlly in accordance with Article 95 and 
Article l i i 4  of) R.A.7394, after due notice and 
!:)wring. 

. 
a g i T  

6ecti.c.n .iI ?'Lie *socr etary of Health may: r e q u e s t  . f o r '  
ass is tancc  from t h e  o t h e r  governme.pt  agencies 
including.the Department of Trade and Industry, 
Department of Interior and Local Government, 
DeYartmtn+ of Education, Culture and Sports and 
non-governmental orgqnizations to implement 
this Order. 

P. 
Seotion 1,2. The foalowing are a c t s  an'$ omissions i n  

violation of the law and these implementing 
rules and r e g u l a t i o n s :  : 

') ' 

1. Producing cigarettes i n  packages which do. 
not bear t h e  warning statement or when t h e  
layout, color or typography does not cornply 
with these ru le6 .  

2 .  Advertising cigarettes without the health 
Warning statement or when t h e  presentation 
of the warning statement does ' not cmply  
w i t h  the requirements and guidelines 
provided by this: Order. 

3 ,  D i s t r i b u t i n g ,  selling or offering for sale 
c i g a r e t t e s  in a package which does' not 
'contain the heal th  warning provided for by 

r 



i a :tion 13, k.ES.i?T due notice and hear/ng, the applicable 
cdmi n i s t f a t i v e  p e n a l t i . e s   . p r o v i d e d  for under 
krticle 164 o f .  R . A .  7 3 9 4  s h a l l  be imposed 
z:qsi.nut any person who committed the  act or 
c - m j s s i c n  in violation of t h e  law and its 
i :~tgo. l  emepting rules and regu la t ions .  .. 

violation of Article 94 of R.A. 7394 
c'r . _  these implemedting rules .  'and regulations 
ct1.j.1. be, heard by t h e  Bureau .of Food and Drugs 
il: iiccordance wi th  RIA. 7394.  

I 
:\ 

;i I =t ion 15. 12 for any reason any section 'or provision of 

I .  

w+. ;ans t i tu t iona l ,  t h e  'remainder of. this Order 
. i\ 'ch3.,s Order is deckared'  j n v a l i d ,   i l l e g a l  or. ' 

S-::. 1 l. not be affected by such a decision. 
;$ 

stion 16* Th, i s  Order shall take effect fifteen (.15) days 
fa;.. lowing the date of its public,ation in a 
ne:W;:;raper of .general circulation. '" . .  

~ r,, 

te Published: 

M . D . ,  M.P.H. 
f Health 
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BABALA NG X A L I H I M - " '  
N@ KALUSUGAN: 

ANG PANINIG AHILYO AY 
MAPANGANIB SA 

. KALUSUGAN. 
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Champion 
SECRETAPV OF t-IEALTHS: 

WARNING :' 
' CIGARETTE SMOKING 

IS DA~NGEROUS TO 
HEALTH. 4 . 

__L. 
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SECRETARY OF HE.ALtH'S 

WARNING t , 1 ' 

CIGARETTE SMOKING is 
DANGEROUS TO HEA LT l4 
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